STOP THE BUDGET CUTS!

On February 11", Governor Chris
Christie declared martial law on the
state budget, calling a “fiscal state of
emergency” freezing state aid to 500
school districts, slashing mass transit
support, threatening contracts with
2 state employees. On February 25"
| Christie called for cutting and
delaying unemployment benefits.

While the Democrats are starting to
line up in opposition to Christie, they
offer few alternatives. The Corzine administration and
Democrats refused to put forward serious efforts to
increase taxes on top income earners, address tax
loopholes and giveaways to corporations or reformulate
our system of school funding when they held the
Governor's office. The Corzine administration and
Democratic Party’s incompetence handed Christie the
governor’s office on a silver platter. Now NJ residents are
dealing with the mess.

We remind the Governor and the legislature that programs
like a national single-payer healthcare system would save
the state hundreds of millions a year, a wealth tax on the
richest NJ residents would fill budget holes and restruc-
turing education funding through state income taxes would
end regressive property taxes which burden so many
working families. We also remind NJ residents that these
problems will continue under a capitalist “free market”
system and that any band-aids we create, while
necessary, will not fix the problem. A good way to break
with the status quo is to break with the Democrats and
Republicans, two parties of capitalism. The Socialist Party
offers an alternative.

What Do We Do Now?
At this point we must first organize to stop cuts and
demand full funding of schools, mass transit and social
programs. In such a time of economic crisis, social
programs must be given priority, specifically education and
unemployment benefits.

We encourage our members and supporters to join the
mass actions on March 4™ to Defend Public Education.

““(r ‘\ Some announced Match 4™ actions:
e

William Paterson University  (Wayne):
11:30am — 2:00 pm: Rally between Hunziker and

] Raubinger. Convene Outside Student Cntr.
g
MARCH uua®®®  N\ow Jersey City University (Jersey City): The
“ﬁ;"my Student Government is sponsoring a rally at
DAY OF = llam and ther_1 planning on marching into the
ACTION Yygmge®  President’s office.
|}|:|'|:N|] An updated list of NJ events can be found
EDUCATION at: www.defendeducation.org
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March 8™: International Women'’s Day

This year marks the 100th anniversary of the
founding of International Women’s Day. It
was in 1910 that German revolutionary,
Clara Zetkin, brought a proposal for an
International Women’s Day to the Women'’s
Congress of the Socialist International being
held in Copenhagen in 1910. This proposal
was inspired by women’s demands for
workers’ rights and voting rights, and by the
1909 Woman’'s Day rallies organized by the Socialist
Party of America. After passage by the Women's
Congress, Zetkin’s IWD proposal was adopted by the
Socialist International as a whole, and has been
celebrated around the world ever since.

The Women’s Commission of the Socialist Party USA
urges socialist feminists within the US and throughout the
world to honor both IWD'’s socialist founders and today’'s
socialist feminist activists by planning actions that include
a focus on the world-wide assault on the public sector.

Together, we can build a large and lively International
Women'’s Day 2010—one that brings radical energy and a
much-needed socialist feminist analysis and program to
all our events.

The Socialist Party has an IWD website at:
www.socialistparty-usa.org/iwd2010/iwd2010.html

March 20" March on Washington:
U.S. Out of Afghanistan and Iraq Now!

U.S. Out of —_ On Saturday, March 20, 2010 , there
Rfghanistan % Will be a mass National March & Rally
and Iraq Nowt in D.C. We will march together to say

Free Palestine! Reparations for Hait!

“No War for Empire Anywhere!”
woaes INSt€@d of war, we will demand funds
so that every person can have a job,
MMRCHZ free and universal health care, decent
e schools, and affordable housing.

; The Socialist Party has endorsed and
will have a contingent at the demonstration.

The demonstration will start at 12:00 noon on the north
side of the White House (Lafayette Park). The National
Park services does not allow tables so we will have
literature on red fabric and need volunteers to hold our
banner so other members can find us. People interested in
helping to set up should start to arrive at 10:00 am. If you
cannot see the SP banner at Lafayette Park, call Greg at
201-803-7574.

More info: www.socialistparty-usa.org/m20dc2010.html or
The mobilization website: www.march20.org



Northern New Jersey Local News

January 10 ™ Guantanamo Vigil

On January 10th the Local organized
a small march and vigil (with members
of Peace Action and Vets for Peace)
to mark and protest the 8th
anniversary of Guantanamo Bay as a
detention facility and US sponsored
torture center.

Photos from our January march and vigil in Montclair can be
viewed at: www.njsocialistparty.org/endtorturejan102010.html

March Forum: We the People vs. the Supreme Court
On March 10th, the Northern NJ Local is co-sponsoring a
community meeting to help correct the recent Supreme
Court decision that lets corporations buy elections.

Speaker: Frank Askin, Professor of Law and Director of the
Constitution Litigation Clinic Rutgers School of Law, Newark
We hope you can join us there (and help staff the SP lit
table). RSVP at info@njsocialistparty.org or 201-803-7574

What: We the People vs the Supreme Court Forum

When: Thursday March 10, 2010 @ 7:30 pm

Where: Ethical Culture Society 687 Larch Ave. Teaneck NJ
Special thanks to the Bergen Greens for organizing this forum.

Sponsored by: Bergen County Green Party, Northern NJ Socialist
Party, American-Iranian Friendship Committee, Bergen Grass
Roots, Ft. Lee Peace Vigil, New Jersey Peace Action, Peoples
Organization for Progress, St. Anastasia’s Church (RC), Veterans
for Peace Chapter 21, WESPAC

Join us at the following on-going vigils:

Wednesdays : 4:30 — 6:00 pm National Guard Armory.
Teaneck Rd and Liberty Rd. Teaneck, NJ

Fridays: 3:30 — 5:00 pm on the corner of Church St. and
Bloomfield Ave. Montclair, NJ

Next Local Meeting: Sunday March 28" 1:00 pm @
Montclair Public Library 50 So. Fullerton Ave. Montclair, NJ

Socialist Activist is the newsletter of the Socialist Party of New
Jersey (SPUSA). Greg Pason is Editor. SPNJ c/o PO Box 86
Rochelle Park, NJ 07662

Support the work of the Socialist Party USA
Make a contribution on line at:
www.socialistparty-usa.org/contribute.html or
send your contribution to: Socialist Party USA
339 Lafayette St. #303 NY, NY 10012

c/o PO Box 86
Rochelle Park, NJ 07662
www.njsocialistparty.org




