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NEWSLETTER OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF NEW JERSEY                                              EARLY SUMMER  2007 

LET THE VETO STAND! 
Defund the War – Troops Home Now! 

 
Let the Veto Stand! The Democrats pro-war pledge of 
billions for war deserved a veto. Any legislation which 
includes funding for war and occupation deserves to be 
vetoed. While we are sure President Bush did not have 
these issues in mind when he vetoed the Democrats pro-war 
spending plan, we agree with one thing- it deserved a veto. 
 
The Socialist Party calls for immediately defunding the war 
and occupation of Iraq and Afghanistan. We call for bringing 
all the troops home now. The billions of dollars that are 
being used to destroy and occupy Iraq and Afghanistan 
should be cut off. The soldiers stationed there should be 
brought home and the funds be used to rebuild cities, fund a 
national healthcare system and improve peoples lives. 
 
We call on Congress to cut off funding of war and 
occupation. We also call on the peace & justice movement 
to break with the Democratic Party, a party which has shown 
is not willing or able to be the real voice of peace & justice 
 
A CALL TO MARCH 
As part of our call to end the war, slash the military budget 
and feed the people NOT the Pentagon, the Socialist Party 
joins the Peace & Justice Coalition in its call for a March 
for Peace, Equality, Jobs & Justice in Newark on the 44th 
Anniversary of the 1963 March on Washington. 
 
Let’s work together to bring thousands out to Newark on 
August 25th with these clear messages.  
 

Defund the War/ Bring the Troops Home Now! 
Slash the Military Budget: Money for People Not For War!! 
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CELEBRATING INTERNATIONAL 
WORKERS DAY 

 

Socialist Party members joined thousands of immigrant 
and labor activists on May Day in cities across the US to 
demand equal rights for all workers and an end to raids 
and deportations of immigrant workers. 
 
Northern New Jersey Local members joined members of 
the Socialist Party of New York City in lower Manhattan 
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of our major activist campaigns in 2006 & 2007.  
�
Fair Food 

  
issues served as inspiration for the CIW’s latest 
campaign on Burger King. You can read an article on the 
CIW/SFA May 11-12th Day of action on page 3. 
�
Warehouse Worker Solidarity 
The Northern New Jersey Local recently joined the 
IWW’s Warehouse Worker campaign. The campaign 
recently picked up steam as it combined with the IWW’s 
Starbucks campaign and promises to be very active in 
the upcoming months.  
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Socialist Activist is the newsletter of the Socialist Party of New 
Jersey. You can contact the SPNJ at PO Box 8622 Saddle Brook, 
NJ 07662 www.njsocialistparty.org 

for the May Day action 
there.  The group 
joined the IWW and 
Chinese restaurant 
workers in a feeder 
march from Christie St 
to Union Sq where we 
met the rest of the rally 
for and march to 
Federal Plaza. 

In the evening, the NYC Local sponsored 
a screening of Gigante: Despierta!, a 
series of documentaries on the 2006 May 
Day Actions. 
�
A Continuing Campaign 
The Party has made workers rights and 
specifically immigrant workers rights one  

The Socialist Party has been active in the 
Alliance for Fair Food, with the Coalition 
of Immokalee Workers (CIW) and the 
Student Farmworker Alliance (SFA) in 
their struggle to improve the wages and 
condition of farmworkers. 
�
The recent victory by the CIW over  
McDonalds for increased wage and safety 

MARCH FOR PEACE, EQUALITY, JOBS, JUSTICE! 

 
 

AUGUST 25, 2007 
Newark, New Jersey 

For up-to-date info on time/ location, check out 
www.njsocialistparty.org 
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A column for SPNJ members to have their say on issues important 
to all of us. 
 
A Voice for the Voiceless 
by Colleen Ofeldt- Northern New Jersey Local 
 

Picture yourself locked in a cage with barely enough room to 
sit comfortably.  You make noises, cry, yet your voice is not 
heard.  You are frightened, anxious, and alone.  A pair of 
latex gloves grabs you from the cage with brutal force and 
you are restrained on a cold metal testing table.  Confusion 
sets in as painful chemicals are dripped in your eyes, which 
are forced open with a metal clips, and your skin, many 
layers ripped away by an adhesive tape, then covered with 
plastic sheeting.  You can no longer see because your eyes 
are ulcerated and bleeding and your cries of immense pain, 
burning, and itching are ignored.   
 

Certainly we would not allow this to happen to any human, 
yet what was just described is the despicable fate of many of 
the millions of animals that are tested in laboratories in the 
United States on an annual basis.  As humans, it is in our 
primal instinct to protect those who cannot protect 
themselves.  Yet many companies find it in themselves to 
dictate a divine power, choosing to test products, chemicals, 
conduct so-called medical and scientific research on animals 
because they do not have a voice.  The time has come to 
take initiative action, to become the voice for those who are 
voiceless. 
 

Immanuel Kant once said, “He who is cruel to animals 
becomes hard also in his dealings with men.  We can judge 
the heart of a man by his treatment of animals.”  Though 
many companies have taken an ethical approach to product 
production and testing within the past decade, ceasing the 
use of animals altogether, a vast number still continue to 
perform vivisection annually, the most notorious being 
Proctor and Gamble.  Not only is vivisection unethical, but it 
also effects consumer costs, as animal experimentation 
plays a part in the final sale prices in which a company sells 
a product. 
   

With today’s technological advancements, more accurate 
tests have been created, using histology samples from 
humans, rather than using animals.  Not only are these tests 
lower in cost, but they are also more accurate.  Although the 
physiology of some animals such as a pig, are similar to that 
of a human, they are not the same.  In the end, it is infallible 
that error arises.  
   

The National Anti-Vivisection Society (http://www.navs.org/) 
and The Physicians Committee of Responsible Medicine 
(http://www.pcrm.org/) offers a plethora of information 
regarding the tests used in animals, the vast amount of 
alternatives available, and current medical and science 
advancements without the use of animals.  Both 
organizations offer comprehensive activism alerts and 
advice, and display a great sense of professionalism within 
their work.  Become educated and get the facts.  Being a 
conscious consumer is just the first step to becoming a voice 
to animals in need. 
 
  

 

May Day… continued from page 1  
 
The Party is encouraging members to take part in this 
campaigns and will soon organize a fundraising event for 
these workers. (Read about how you can help on page 3.) 
 
Day Labor Solidarity 
The Party continues our work in support of day laborers and 
is restarting our day laborer solidarity campaign, attending 
regular protests against the “United Patriots” and other anti-
immigrant organizations.  As socialists we understand that 
immigrant workers are workers and we refuse to feed into 
the hate mongering of the so-called “pro-American” and 
“patriot” organizations. �
 
We hope you had a great May Day and hope you can join in 
the struggle for workers rights. 
�

FIGHTING RACISM & ORGANZING 
AGAINST HATE 

EAST COAST ANTI-HATE FORUM: June 16, 2008 
 
The controversy surrounding recent comments about the 
Rutgers women’s basketball team by Don Imus hit at the 
heart of people in New Jersey, but it has also brings to light 
something that has not been effectively addressed: Imus’ 
remarks pale in comparison to the actual promotion of hate 
politics in the state. To that end, the Socialist Party of New 
Jersey joins One People’s Project and Residents Against 
Racism in helping to organize the East Coast Anti-Hate 
Forum, a panel discussion featuring a number of community 
activists who deal with the issues surrounding race, gender, 
and immigration. The Forum will take place June 16, 2007 at 
12 Noon, at the Newark Public Library, 5 Washington St., 
Newark, NJ. 
 
We hope that many of you can join us for this event and help 
make it a success. For info. Contact Greg at gpason@sp-
usa.org or 201-803-7574 
�
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Noon – 4:00 PM 
NEWARK PUBLIC LIBRARY 

5 Washington St., Newark, NJ 
www.anti-racist.org/ECAnti-Hate07.html 

 

Sponsored by One Peoples Project, Residents Against 
Racism and the Socialist Party of New Jersey Join the Northern NJ and NYC Socialist Party on June 21st for a 

screening of the animal-rights film “Earthlings”. See page 4 for 
time/location. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

U.S. SOCIAL FORUM 
June 28 – July 1, 2007 

 
Join the Socialist Party at the US Social Forum in Atlanta 
Georgia this summer. 
 
This summer, thousands of organizers, educators, activists, 
mothers, immigrants, students and workers of all races and 
genders will be gathering at the U.S. Social Forum (USSF). 
People will be coming together from every corner of the United 
States— united in our belief that a world free of exploitation, 
oppression and injustice is possible— to share the best 
practices, exchange strategies and develop solutions to the 
problems facing our communities. 
 
Why come? Make history • Connect to others • Learn leadership 
skills • Get inspired • Build new strategies • Link up with a global 
movement that is changing the world • March, sing, speak your 
truth • Take a stand at the birthplace of the Black Freedom 
Movement • Intersect our issues and struggles • Advance the 
struggle for justice. 
 
What will it be like? Hundreds of workshops • Strategy 
Sessions • Plenaries • Direct Action • Soccer Tournament • Film 
Festival • Concerts • Exhibitions • Mass Mobilization 
 
The USSF will be our opportunity to put our voices together to 
say that we demand a change. We want something better— for 
ourselves, for the planet and for the people of the world. The 
U.S. Social Forum is our chance to spark 
a new movement for economic, racial and gender justice in this 
country. Let’s all get on the road to Atlanta. 
 

June 27-July 1, 2007, Atlanta, GA-Atlanta Civic Center.  
www.ussf2007.org 

 

If you are attending e-mail the Socialist Party National Office at 
natsec@sp-usa.org. The Party will organize a meet-up at the 
forum and we look forward to seeing you there.  
 

NATIONAL MOBILIZATIONS FAIR FOOD DAYS OF ACTION 
May 11- 12, 2007 

 

On May 11-12, 2007, the Student Farmworker Alliance 
called for Fair Food “Days of Action”. In cities across the 
US small pickets and protests were held at Burger King 
restaurants in support of the Coalition of Immokalee 
Workers campaign for farmworkers rights. 
 
Northern New Jersey Socialist Party organized a small 
demo in Saddle Brook, where activists handed out 
information and handed a letter to the Burger King 
manager. 

 
the NJ Fair Food website at: 
                              www.myspace.com/northjerseyfairfood   

Future Fair food 
actions will be 
scheduled this sum-
mer, including regular 
pickets outside local 
Burger King res-
taurants. 
For more info. contact 
Greg at 201-803-
7574 or check out 

LABOR NEWS 

José Gilberto Soto Drivers’ Center Opens in 
Port Elizabeth:  On May 1st a group of port trucks, with 
financial support from the Industrial Workers of the World 
(IWW), opened a driver education center. The center is 
designed to give some clout to the hundreds of drivers who 
have been unable to unionize because of their status as 
independent contractors. 
 
The drivers© center is named after, a Teamsters organizer 
who was gunned down in his native El Salvador in 
November 2004 trying to improve the lives of truckers. 
 
The center is at: 368 Springfield Road in Elizabeth, NJ. For 
info contact the IWW’s NYC GMB at (646) 645-6284 email: 
iww.nyc@gmail.com. 
 
IWW Foodstuff Workers in NYC need your Support and 
Solidarity!  
 

  
 

and Allied Workers Union - I.U.460/640 against incredible 
odds, and still stand strong in the face of mass firings. 
They©ve shown how immigrant workers can fight sweatshop 
conditions to build a better future.  
 
Information on this campaign can be found at: 
                                  www.iww.org/en/taxonomy/term/553/9 
 
 
 

Warehouse workers in New York 
City need your help in their fight 
against employers who have stolen 
their wages, thumbed their noses at 
labor laws, and vigorously fought 
against unionization. These 
workers have built the IWW Food 
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Send a contribution to the SPUSA at 339 Lafayette St. #303 
NY, NY 10012 

You can make checks payable to: 
Socialist Party USA and put “IWW Support” in the memo or 

on a note with the check so we can combine the contribution 
or you can make the check payable directly to  

“IWW NYC GMB” and we’ll mail it with our contribution 
check. 
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DIRECT ACTION COMMITTEES 
Any member of the Party can organize a direct action committee, 
just drop us a note at info@njsocialistparty.org so we can 
promote your work. 
 
FAIR FOOD CAMPAIGN: SNJ members have helped organize 
an Alliance for Fair Food Committee in support of the Alliance for 
Fair Food, Student Farmworker Alliance and the Coalition of 
Immokalee Workers. If you would like to get involved contact 
Greg at gpason@sp-usa.org or call 201-803-7574. 
 
FOOD & CLOTHING DISTRIBUTION: Join the regular Northern 
NJ food & clothing distribution events. Contact Andrea at 
apason@centralpets.com. 
 

MAY/JUNE CALENDAR 
 

May 17th: Day of Action in Solidarity with Starbucks 
Workers. A day of solidarity with the SWU on its 3rd 
anniversary. For info. on local actions check out: 
www.starbucksunion.org 
 
May 19th: 1st Annual Interfaith Peace Parade 
Somerset County Courthouse Main Street Somerville NJ  
Parade starts at 11 am.  
 
May 22nd: Monthly meeting of Bergen County Peace & 
Justice Coalition 7:30 pm in Paramus. For location contact 
Greg at 201-803-7574. 
 
May 27th: Stop The War Sundays w/ Food Not Bombs 
Join the Jersey City Peace Movement and Jersey City Food 
Not Bombs by the Journal Square Fountain on JFKennedy 
Boulevard (near the Journal Square Path Station). 
   
May 30th: Remember the Dead, Fight for the Living! 
Vigil- 4:30 pm at the National Guard Armory, located on the 
corner of Liberty Road and Teaneck Road in Teaneck. 
Join the Northern NJ contingent before our Local meeting. 
Call Greg at 201-803-7574. Vigil sponsored by Teaneck 
Peace Vigil and Bergen County Peace & Justice Coalition. 
 
May 30th: Northern New Jersey Local Meeting 
6:30 pm @ Montclair Public Library 50 So. Fullerton Ave. 
Montclair. For info. contact Greg at 201-803-7574 or 
gpason@sp-usa.org 
 
June 16th: North East Anti-Hate Forum. Noon – 4:00 PM 
at the Newark Public Library 5 Washington St., Newark, NJ 
Sponsored by One Peoples Project, Residents Against 
Racism and the Socialist Party of New Jersey 
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[ ] Send me a membership application. [ ] Enclosed is $6 for a years subscription to The Socialist (included with membership). 
 

[ ] Enclosed is a contribution of $____to support the work of the Socialist Party USA . 
 

Name:____________________________________________Address:___________________________________________________ 
 

City/State/Zip:___________________________________  Tel/E-Mail:____________________________________________________ 
 

Return to: SPNJ PO Box 8622 Saddle Brook, NJ 07663 

 

June 21st: Liberation Film Series: 
Featuring the award winning 
documentary EARTHLINGS.  
6:30 pm at 339 Lafayette St. 
(buzzer #11) NY, NY. Free vegan 
food! Sponsored by the Socialist 
Party of New York City. 
 
For an up-to-date calendar of 
events check out:       
        www.njsocialistparty.org 

SOCIALIST PARTY OF NEW JERSEY  
STATE-WIDE MEETING 

 
 

The Socialist Party will hold our state-wide meeting in 
Newark NJ this July. 

 
Members will receive a mailing in mid-June. More info will 

also be posted on www.njsocialistparty.org soon. 
 

Socialist Party of New Jersey Directory 
Mail: PO Box 8622 Saddle Brook, NJ 07663 
Web: www.njsocialistparty.org 
E-Mail: northnj@njsocialistparty.org 
 

Northern New Jersey Local 
Mail: PO Box 86 Rochelle Park, NJ 07662 
E-Mail: northnj@njsocialistparty.org 
 

So. Jersey Socialist Party Organizing Committee 
Mail: Box 543 Newfield, NJ 08344 
 

State Executive Committee 
Tino Rozzo SHINJIN@rocketmail.com 

Andrea Pason apason@centralpets.com 
Greg Pason gpason@sp-usa.org 

 


